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Oct. 12, 2004
Contact: Ursula Prins, Penny Kukuk, Project PACE, 243-PACE.
NATIONAL EXPERT ON ADVANCEMENT O F WOMEN TO VISIT UM
MISSOULAVirginia Valian, a leading expert on gender equity, will visit The University of Montana
on Friday, Nov. 19, to raise awareness about gender bias.
The visit will focus on gender issues that affect a woman scientist.
“We decided to bring Dr. Valian to UM because there is a keen interest on the part of
faculty and administrators to increase gender diversity on this campus,” said Penny Kukuk,
research professor and special assistant to the provost for comprehensive equity. “For this reason
we felt that her visit would be timely and well received on campus.”
While here Valian will speak to members o f the University community. She will deliver a
presentation during a public forum at 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 19, at the Urey Lecture Hall. She also
will speak to department chairs, faculty, the W omen’s Studies program, academic officers and
students throughout her daylong visit.
“Dr. Valian will provide important insights about how gender impacts our expectations of
the scientists we encounter professionally,” Kukuk said. “This insight will aid us in retaining the
excellent women scientists we have recruited to UM.”
Valian is a professor of psychology and linguistics at Hunter College and the graduate
center of the City University of New York. She is author o f the book, “Why So Slow? The
-more-

092904naex-2
Advancement of Women,” in which she addresses women’s role in the workplace and asks why
so few women are at the top of their professions.
Two areas of Valian’s research on gender are funded by the National Science Foundation.
One is a Web-based tutorial for students, faculty members and administrators that uses slides and
voice-over narration. The other is an ADVANCE Institutional Transformation Award. The award
is used to improve the status of women scientists at Hunter College and serves as a model for
other colleges and universities.
Valian has been featured in the New York Times, Nature, Scientific American and The
Women’s Review of Books and has been interviewed by the BBC.
Her visit is sponsored by the UM PACE project, the Provost’s Office, Office of the Vice
President for Research and Development, College of Arts and Sciences, College o f Forestry and
Conservation, School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences, Experimental Program to
Stimulate Competitive Research and the W omen’s Studies program.
For more information on Valian’s visit call the UM PACE office at (406) 243-PACE.
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